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President: John Grundy Newsletter • Issue 3 • July 2026 

CONTACTS 
Margaret Hedley 
Membership Secretary &  
Newsletter Editor 
  07977 546332 

history.club2@btinternet.com 
 
John Banham 
Treasurer & Website Coordinator   
  01388 816209 

jdbdclhs@gmail.com 
 
Sarah Hillier 
Zoom Coordinator 

yb2u15@gmail.com 

 

COMMITTEE 
Richard Judd 
Mark Smith 
Win Stokes 
Bernard Taylor 
 
Secretary Position Vacant 
 
  www.durhamweb.org.uk 
  Facebook Let’s Talk Heritage  
   County Durham Forum for History  
   & Heritage  

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
Marian Morrison 
 
Since the AGM, the committee has continued to focus on supporting         

members, planning future events, and developing new opportunities for 

the Forum. 

Highlights include: 

• Progress on the new Forum website 

• Submission of a Heritage Lottery Fund bid for a 13-month Norman        
heritage programme 

• Planning for the Bishop Auckland History & Heritage Fair 

• Further Coffee & Chat networking events for Forum members 

Thank you to everyone who supports our activities and helps promote 

local history and heritage across County Durham. 

INFORMATION FOR EXHIBITORS 
at the Bishop Auckland History & Heritage Fair 
 

• NEW—exhibition space in No 43 Market Place  
       we will not be in the Town Hall this year 
• Contact Margaret if you would like to book a FREE table 
• Electricity available but must be booked in advance 

43 
10.00—3.00 
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ARCH & ARCH 
Lecture Programme 2026 

Face to face meetings held at 2.30pm in  
Room ER140 

Elvet Riverside, New Elvet DH1 3JT 
 

Afterwards, for those who would like to join us we will go 
for a drink (tea/coffee/or stronger) at the public bar,  

Royal County Hotel 

 archandarch.dandn@gmail.com    
26 Aug The Man They Named      M Hedley  
  A Town After 

 

30 Sept The Bowes Family       A Green 
  Their Houses & Gardens 

 

28 Oct The Hoppers of       C Mead 
  Iveston—a Quaker Family 

 

 

Meetings are held in 
Wheatley House, Woodlands Avenue 

at 11.00am £3.00 includes tea/coffee/raffle 

SEDGEFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

2026 PROGRAMME 

Meetings are held in 
 

Ceddesfeld Hall at 7.45pm 

 

 
First Monday of the Month 

 
Suzanne 01429 882250  

 

August No Meeting 
 

7 Sept Bede and the Theory of   Lady Canon 
  Everything                Michelle Brown 
 

5 Oct  Putting Ladies on a     M Peagam 
  Pedestal 

 

August Holiday no meeting 

7 September  Lay Cannon Michelle Brown 
talk to be arranged 

 
5 October  Martin Peagam Talk to be  
 arranged 

Latest newsletter: 

https://wheatley-hill.org.uk/newsletters/ 

For more information: 
history.club2@btinternet.com 

NORTHUMBERLAND & DURHAM 
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

Check out the following website for details of: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ndfhs.org.uk/events/ 

NDFHS 
Branch Meetings held at: 

 
Blyth    Belmont, Durham 
Consett   Hexham 
London   Newcastle 
Wansbeck   North Tyneside 
South Tyneside 

WHEATLEY HILL HISTORY CLUB 

2026 MEETINGS 

 

Information: history.club2@btinternet.com 

ANNFIELD PLAIN LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 

Meetings held at Annfield Plain Library 
10.00 am for 10.15 start 

Annfieldplain.lib@durham.gov.uk 
 

T: 03000 269511 

13 July A Trip Down the River Wear G Nairn 
  from source to sea in old 
  postcards  
 
10 Aug People from the Pages  D Layland 
  Exhibition and Talk from 
  The Story 
 
14 Sept Gibside in the Derwent Valley D Butler 
 
12 Oct Durham and Dunbar  R Annis 
  Identifying Scottish Soldiers 
  At Palace Green 

COFFEE CATCH UP 

 Coffee & Chat 

 Wednesday 14 October 

 10.00am 

 The Bishop’s Kitchen Café 
 Auckland Castle 
 
 Meet committee members and fellow 
         history enthusiasts over a free cup of 
 coffee in an informal setting 
  

 

 

mailto:archandarch.dandn@gmail.com
https://www.ndfhs.org.uk/events/


 

3 



 

4 

DEFIANT 
County Durham, The Miners Strike, and its Legacy 

Lonely Tower Film & Media 

The premiere of this powerful documentary was held at Redhills, Durham Miners’ Hall, on Sunday 6 July – 
a fitting venue for such an emotive and thought-provoking film about the 1984/85  miners’ strike. 
 

Told through the voices of local people who lived through the events, the documentary  captures the many 
experiences and perspectives of those directly affected by the strike. It explores themes of community, 
hardship, resilience and the unwavering pride that characterised mining communities during one of the 
most significant periods in their history. 
 

The film also highlights the lasting impact of the strike, acknowledging that the story cannot be told without 
recognising the pit closures that followed and the profound social and economic consequences they 
brought to local communities. Through personal testimonies, it offers a moving reflection on both the 
struggle and the enduring legacy of the mining industry across the region. 
 

Another Lonely Tower success!!  Well done to Marie and Mark 
 

There are several screenings of the film taking place around the area over the coming weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAUNCH OF NEW BOOK—UNDERDOGS 
by 

Award Winning Author and Playwright 
Dr Louise Powell 

 

Louise  is the author of UNDERDOGS, a literary fiction novel           
published by the JM Originals imprint of John Murray Press on 2  July 
2026. 
 

She is an award-winning working-class writer and socially-engaged           
practitioner who works across forms, including prose, plays, podcasts,      
poetry, creative non-fiction and research projects. She has experience 
in public speaking, creative writing facilitation, and project manage-
ment. 
 

A domestically and internationally published scholar, she has a PhD in     
English from Sheffield Hallam University and holds a Greyhound Board 
of Great Britain Professional Greyhound Trainer’s License. 
 
 

https://louisepowell.co.uk/ 

Contact Lonely Tower 
E: contact@lonelytower.co.uk:  

M: 07580291488 
 

The following is a link to a preview of the film: 
DEFIANT - County Durham, The Miners' Strike and its Legacy  

(NEW TRAIL 001) 

SEEKING STORIES OF HOSPITAL VOLUNTEERING 1977—1997 

A researcher at Newcastle University is looking to hear from people across County Durham, (including 
Stockton and  Hartlepool) Cumberland and Northumberland who volunteered in a range of area,  in local 
hospitals covering the above dates. 

This oral history project explores the experiences of those who gave up their time to support healthcare in 
any way.  If you were involved in volunteering or know someone who was, your memories could make a 
valuable contribution to understanding the role of volunteers in our region’s hospitals during a period of 
major changes.  If you’d like to take part or share information, please contact: 

Lily Tidman, Newcastle University E:L.Tidman2@newcastle.ac.uk T:07977326960  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzgr_gdFkCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzgr_gdFkCU
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With thanks to: This Anglo Saxon interest group’s website:   

 

www.tha-engliscan-gesithas.org.uk 

http://www.tha-engliscan-gesithas.org.uk/
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Article in the June edition of Who Do You Think You Are? Magazine  

It’s a village with major social problems and a 
typical story of villages in East Durham—left 
behind in terms of infrastructure and facilities 
and yet our club keeps growing 

Five history club members have become      
published authors in recent years 

Wheatley Hill History Club is a source of            
inspiration and pride proving that creativity and 
community spirit can flourish anywhere 

Meetings provide a valuable social outlet that 
people look forward to 

focusing on  

Attracting younger people is a challenge 

Wheatley Hill History Club is determined to 
be a bright spot for  village community and       
heritage 
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Join Us for Redhills Sundays! 

 

 

Looking for something fun, affordable and different  
to do with the family this summer? 
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Hartlepool Headland Local History Group 
Drop In Sessions are held 

Second Tuesday of the month 
11.30am—3.30pm 

 

 

Headland Baptist Church 
Baptism Street 

HARTLEPOOL TS24 0QN 

21 Sept  The Co-op in Hartlepool  F Wilson
   Over the years 
  
19 Oct  The Significance of  P Jones 
   The Poppy 
 
Nov                         Business Meeting—Members Only 

Meetings are held on the 
 

Third Monday of the month 
6.45pm—9.00pm 

No Meeting in August 
 

3 Sept   A cup final and then   M Peagam 
     banned for life 
     The Story of a Womens 
     Football Team 
 
1 Oct     First Impressions               C Dean 

MEETINGS HELD THURSDAYS 7.00pm 
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Church Street 

COXHOE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

Website: 
coxhoehistory.org.uk 

 

Contact: 
Jack Turton: 0191 3770771 

Barbara Leo: barbaraleo88@googlemail.co 
 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

Durham Postcard, Cigarette Card  & Stamp Fair 

Bowburn Community Centre DH6 5AT  

Disabled Access 

SATURDAY 

 
 

21 November 

10.00am—3.00pm 

Entrance £1.00 
Accompanied children FREE 

 

Free Valuations 

 

TEESDALE RECORD SOCIETY 

2026 Programme 
 

Meetings held in 
Cotherstone Village Hall DL12 9PN 

7.30pm 
 

Further information:   

E: teesdalerecordsociety1@gmail.com  
M: 07816327209 

Guided Walk around Middleton-in-Teesdale 
Lorne Tallentire 

5 August 6.00pm Cotherstone Village Hall or 
6.30pm at the fountain, Middleton-in-Teesdale 

Framwellgate Moor & Pity Me  
Local History Group 

 

2026 Meetings 
 
 

framlochistsoc@gmail.com  
 

 

 
24 Sept To be confirmed  
 
22 Oct To be confirmed 
 

Meetings will be on a Thursday 
 (usually the last Thursday  of the month) 

Framwellgate Moor Community Centre DH1 5BL 
Please use the rear door from the car park 

 

 

 Doors 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start 
Teas and coffees after the talk  

Indoor Meetings 
2 Sept Bonny Teasdale  M Bettison 
  A Radio programme  
  From 1949 
  Read by members of the Castle Players 
 
7 Oct  The  History of No 81 P Ryan 
  MU RAF Bowes Moor 

mailto:framlochhistsoc@gmail.com
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 TSLHS TALKS 
   Meetings are held at St. David’s Church Hall, 
      Tudhoe Lane on the fourth Monday of each 		
       month at 7.00 for 7.30 p.m. 

  Visitors welcome - usually £4 at the door.
  Annual Membership - £20

o 			         FORTHCOMING EVENTS

September 28th     Keith Simpson

St. Marys Church, Staindrop

October 26th (AGM) Archie Mackay

The first draft of local history: the role of
Community Newspapers   

         

See: w

Tudhoe & Spennymoor 
Local History Society will be at

CELEBRATE SPENNYMOOR  
Saturday 5th September 2026 
TOWN HALL 10am – 4pm.

www.durhamweb.org.uk/tslhs
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City of Durham Trust  

"The City of Durham Trust will hold its AGM at 
Redhills”  

at 2.00 pm on Saturday 26 September 
 

It will also present its Architectural Award to Redhills for 
their fantastic restoration and extension 

 
 

Andrew McIntyre, Redhills CEO, will speak about their project 

All meetings are held in  

Shincliffe Church Hall 
 

Starting at 19.3 

 
   

 
 

Contact & Website Details 
E: contact@SLHS.uk 

W: www.sls.uk 

2026 Programme 

14 Sept The Elusive Tythe Barn    S Bryan 
  The Hunt for the Chapel   T Hancock 
  of Ease 

 

19 Oct Civil Servants in Hotpants G Harrison 
  the Carlisle Experiment 

 

BOWBURN LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
2026 MEETINGS 

 

All meetings will normally be held on the  
2nd Monday of the month  

 
Bowburn Community Centre, Durham Road DH6 5AT 

https://www.bowburnhistory.co.uk/ 

10 Aug AGM at 6.00pm followed by  
  Open Evening at 7.00pm 
 
14 Sept 7.00pm 
  Bowburn’s Shops and Pubs 
  Mike Syre 
 
12 Oct 7.00pm 
  A Treasure of Memories:  Durham                 
  Advertiser images 1934-1961 
  Julian Harrop 

BRANCEPETH ARCHIVE AND  
HISTORY GROUP 

 
2026 Programme  

 
Friday 18 Sept    David Hughes 
 

“Sir George Cayley” 
A pioneer of aeronautical engineering,  

sometimes referred to as  
“the father of aviation” 

 
Come prepared to make paper planes - 

It should be fun evening! 
 

HOWDEN-LE-WEAR HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

2026 Programme 
 

Meetings held 3rd Monday of the month 
7.00pm 

Howden-le-Wear Village Hall 
 

Members £2 
Non Members £3 

 
For more information: 

howdenlewearhistorysociety@gmail.com 
 

17 Aug    A Northallerton Victorian     D Kidd 
                Railway Disaster 
  
21 Sept   Women’s Institute               C Stockdale 
 
 

19 Oct     Mining in Howden-le  T Parkin 
       Wear 
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Just 5 Minutes - Exploring the broader impacts of war 

By Simon Green 
Luminary Photography CIC 

 
We are all familiar with the official histories of war: maps, statistics, strategies, and battlefield memorials, 
but official history often misses the true human reality of conflict, the ‘ripple effect’ that alters families, 
identity, and communities for generations. 

 
We are at the very beginning of a new project called ‘Just 5 Minutes’. We have recently had our initial 
project enquiry accepted by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, and we are now building our full applica-
tion. 

 
The Heart of the Project: Bridging the Empathy Gap 

Britain has always been a country that provided harbour to those fleeing the worst atrocities, from the 
Kindertransport in WWII, Asians expelled from Uganda by Idi Amin, to modern Balkans, Iraq, Syria and 
Afghanistan conflicts. Because generations of British people have grown up in peace, the direct, every-
day reality of war is something many of us have never had to face. This gap in shared experience can 
make it harder to empathise with those escaping modern conflict zones, contributing to a more polarised 
public conversation about new arrivals in our communities. 

 
‘Just 5 Minutes’ wants to restore some of that empathy by showing that the trauma of war is universal. 
We want to unite people through the common shared human experience, showing that the pain and resili-
ence of a families fleeing modern day impact is deeply connected to the historical experience of our own 
region. 

 
The North East of England has always borne a heavy burden of conflict, with heavy bombing across both 
World Wars, traditionally one of the main areas for the UK’s military intake, it now has one of the highest 
veteran populations in the country. War shapes our local identity, whether we recognise it or not. 

 
By capturing these stories, we aim to build a bridge of understanding and tolerance between long-
standing local communities and our newer migrant populations. We want to create a long lasting and   
continuously growing archive of experiences that reminds everybody of the real impact of war. 
 

Unrecognised Trauma of Women in Conflict 

A central part of ‘Just 5 Minutes’ is to redefine what it means to be impacted by conflict, with a specific 
focus on the massive, often silent contributions and sacrifices of women. History and contemporary me-
dia alike often overlook the distinct, unrecognised trauma carried by women who not only serve, but 
those who support the home front during times of crisis, and those left to rebuild lives in the aftermath. 
The lack of female names on war memorials for example, shows how few of their stories are told. 

We are actively seeking to document the stories of: 

• The Home Front: The women who hold society together during times of national or global crisis, 
working in essential industries, enduring systemic exhaustion, and carrying the immense psychologi-
cal burden of protecting and raising families alone. 

• The Ripple Effect: The trauma that does not end when conflicts technically conclude. Women 
are historically and consistently left to absorb the generational impact of war at home, managing 
the unvarnished realities of partners returning with severe, untreated mental health challenges, or 
navigating the deep grief of catastrophic family loss. 

• Modern Conflicts & Military Families: The direct parallels we see today in those arriving from    
active conflict zones, bearing the heavy burdens of displacement, cultural dislocation, and           
psychological survival. This trauma is equally reflected in women soldiers who serve an increasing 
role in frontline warfare, but also the modern wives, partners, children and families of serving         
military personnel, whose unique mental health struggles and systemic isolation still go largely      
unrecognised. 
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Expanding the Circle of Stories 

We are gathering multi-dimensional narratives that span generations and modern history, exploring     
conflict from every angle: 

Generational: We want to interview those who never saw a battlefield but still live with the psychologi-
cal footprint of their ancestors’ experiences. This includes individuals who engaged with conflict in 
vital, non-traditional roles, such as aid workers and community leaders. 

Modern Echoes & The Troubles: We are explicitly exploring the deep, generational trauma of the 
conflict in Northern Ireland. Our focus encompasses the veterans who comprise a significant portion 
of mental health statistics, as well as the families caught in the crossfire across the North of       
England (such as those impacted by the Manchester bombings). To anchor this, a North East-
based Northern Irish Methodist Minister is ready to share his powerful perspective. 

Global: We aim to show how paths cross globally by connecting diverse perspectives around shared 
history. For example, we are bringing together the stories of the Bosnian War through the voices of 
local veterans, a former Durham police officer who became an aid worker, a journalist who covered 
the conflict, and a Bosnian refugee who came to the North East as a child, creating a profound, 360
-degree view of a single historical moment. 

A Lasting Legacy 

Our ultimate vision extends far beyond the lifecycle of this initial project. We intend for this archive to grow 
indefinitely, serving as a permanent, living record as the long-term human consequences of today's      
modern conflicts continue to unfold. 

A call to CDFHH 

This will be a co-created project, and we need the unique knowledge of the organisations in the Forum to 
bring these hidden histories to light. We are looking for collaboration in three major ways: 

Stories: We want to meet individuals and families with stories that span generations, particularly the       
experiences of women, children and refugees supported by letters, diaries, photographs, and personal 
items. 

Archives: We want to team up with the organisations in the forum who hold established archives. Not just 
large organisations, but groups that hold personal stories of the experience of war. We need your               
resources to help us research, verify, and add historical weight to the deeply personal stories we are        
uncovering. 

Venues: We need spaces, community centres, local history rooms and other spaces, to host storytelling 
events, workshops, discussions, and temporary exhibitions that bring different parts of our community to-
gether. 

If you believe, as we do, that history should be a tool for empathy, tolerance, and community healing, 
please reach out to us. 

If you can offer a letter of support for our funding bid, a lead on a story, or access to an archive, or put us in 
contact with people with interesting stories about the broader impact of war, let’s work together to ensure 
that the real, human cost of war is never forgot  

 

Contact: 

Simon Green - Managing Director, Luminary Photography CIC  

simon@luminary.org.uk 

07766705261 

www.luminary.org.uk 

Simon Green is an accomplished photographer, filmmaker and educator with over 30 years of     
experience practicing and teaching in the creative industries. As a military veteran he                 
experienced the realities of war firsthand. Simon is the managing director of Luminary               

Photography CIC a community organisation delivering photography training and projects,      
using photography to support individuals with physical and mental health challenges 

mailto:simon@luminary.org.uk
http://www.luminary.org.uk/
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