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Message from the Chair
Marian Morrison

Well what a full year 2025 turned out to be and in keeping with that your
committee have not eased up over the festive season. The training sessions
offered to forum members from the Thorpe Thewles project have now
concluded. These have been a wonderful asset to the membership, however |
am saddened that although we were told such training opportunities were
wanted there were unfilled spaces on most of the dates. Watch this space as
it is possible that some more sessions may be advertised if the project re-
quires.

Our social media and online footprint are still slowly progressing. | must
accept responsibility for any delay as | feel it is essential when working with a
team and groups that depend on volunteers there will always be the risk that
we start something without considering how it will be sustained. | say better to
have a lower level of profile than one that we are unable to support or keep
interactive.

For 2026, our Annual General Meeting will take place on Saturday, 18 April,
and we are fortunate to be hosting it within a larger event at Durham Castle
as part of World Heritage Day. This setting presents an excellent opportunity
for those who wish to attend and exhibit. The anticipated visitor numbers are
expected to be considerably higher than in previous years, meaning we will
need to elevate the quality and presentation of our displays in order to stand
alongside the professional organisations exhibiting at the event. Let us show-
case our interactive strengths and ensure we capture the interest and
curiosity of the wider audience. If you would like to reserve a table, please
contact Margaret, who will provide further details regarding exhibition
arrangements at this remarkable venue. See page 2 for further details.

For the rest of the year we are planning a couple of coffee catch up sessions as
you have told us you found them useful, and they help us understand what we
need to do to keep the forum fresh for you.

| would like to take this opportunity to encourage recipients of our quarterly news-
letters to circulate them widely among your respective committees and member-
ships. The newsletter serves as our principal medium of communication, and it is
regrettable that some members within affiliated groups may not be given the
opportunity to remain informed about developments across the region.

AYCLIFFE VILLAGE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Message from David Lewis of the above group:

‘I am sorry to advise that after 21years the Society
is to fold at our AGM on 3rd December. Our

NEWS FROM THE STORY

The Collections room at The Story will be
closed on Mondays until further notice

All other facilities are open on Mondays

numbers have been reducing for a number of years
and due to lack of interest in anyone taking on the
role of Secretary we will no longer be holding our
monthly meetings and therefore we will have no
subscription or monthly income.

We intend to keep our website going but that is
all”.

Aycliffe Village Local History Society Homepage

The Collections room is open on
Thursday evenings 4.00—7.00pm

If you would like to go along,
you need to book a spot

No need to pre-request records



http://www.durhamweb.org.uk/historyforum
mailto:jdbdclhs@gmail.com
http://aycliffehistory.org.uk/

The People’s Story at Durham Castle

With Durham Castle and Cathedral World Heritage Site

AND

County Durham Forum for History and Heritage

9.30am-4.30pm
10.00am-4.00pm

10.00am

11.00am—4.00pm

11.00am-4.00pm

WORLD HERITAGE DAY

Saturday 18 April 2026

Programme
Durham Cathedral open as usual (donations invited)

Cathedral Museum (last entry 3.30pm)

Exhibitions and 30-minute talks at 11am, 1pm and 3pm on

“A Treasure and a Legacy: Conservation at Durham, Cathedral”
Adults £7.50, U128’s free

Meet outside Palace Green Library for a free walk and talk led by
David Butler to explore St Margaret’s Allotments, constructed on the
Medieval Cathedral quarry

Palace Green Library will be open free of charge including the
Museum of Archaeology and World Heritage Site Visitor Centre
(accessible with films)

Free entry to Durham Castle (last entry 3.15pm) with self-guided tours
of the courtyard, Norman Chapel, Tunstall Chapel, Tunstall Gallery and
The Great Hall

Heritage Fair and Family Activities in the Great Hall showcasing local
History and heritage groups, visitor attractions and the
World Heritage Site Youth Ambassadors

Presentations in the Bishop’s Dining Room
NO NEED TO BOOK

10.00am—10.45am County Durham Forum AGM (members only)

10.45am-11.00am
11.00am-11.30am

11.30am-12 noon
12.00-12.30pm
12.30pm-1.00pm
1.00pm-1.30pm

1.30pm-2.00pm
2.00pm-2.30pm
2.30pm-3.00pm

3.00pm-3.30pm
3.30pm-4.00pm

Welcome to exhibitors by Anne Allen

Keynote World Heritage Site Hon Professor Colleen Batey
“Beyond the classroom: from talks to walks, personalising the
archaeological experience for engagement with communities”

“Diaries of David McLaren of Thorpe Thewles” by Sarah Hillier
World Heritage Site Youth Ambassadors
Volunteering at Durham Museum by Adrian Green

Volunteering opportunities at Newcastle Castle
by Karan Coates Nieto

Durham Cathedral Friends and Volunteering with Belinda Fullelove
“World Heritage—Life Begins at 40” by Anne Allen

“The Romantic Landscape Setting of Durham’s World Heritage Site”
By Martin Lowe, Historic England

“The Carlton Thorpe Cross” presented by Bernard Taylor
“The Story at Mount Oswald” concluding presentation by Carolyn Ball







TUDHOE & SPENNYMOOR LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
2026 PROGRAMME

Meetings held at

7.00pm for 7.30pm
St David’s Church Hall, Tudhoe Lane

23 Feb Tudhoe Village: The Early Years 1100-1500 Jeremy Hutson
23 March Bentley Beetham: Lakeland Climber, Everest Stephen Livingstone
Explorer
27 April A68 Darlington to Carter Bar in postcards George Nairn
Admission: Visitors £4.00
Annual Membership £20.00
ARCH & ARCH WHEATLEY HILL HISTORY CLUB

Lecture Programme 2026
Face to face meetings held at 2.30pm in
Room ER140
Elvet Riverside, New Elvet DH1 3JT

7 Feb One Giant Jigsaw Puzzle J Ostrum &
New research on the J Biddlecombe-

Archaeological history of Brown
Raby Estate

14 Mar Portable Antiquities C Smith
Durham Discoveries B Westwood

18 Apr Heritage Alive—Fair for World Heritage Day
In partnership with DCHH Forum

2026 MEETINGS

Information: history.club2@btinternet.com

Meetings are held in
Wheatley House, Woodlands Avenue
at 11.00am £3.00 includes tea/coffee/raffle

25 Feb Thornley VC P Chrystal
John Scott Youll

25 March  George Stephenson D Williams
Trials, Tribulations & Triumphs

29 April Treasured Photo Memories J Harrop
Memories (Beamish)

Afterwards, for those who would like to join us we will go
for a drink (tea/coffee/or stronger) at the public bar,
Royal County Hotel

archandarch.dandn@gmail.com

Latest newsletter:
https://wheatley-hill.org.uk/newsletters/

For more information:
history.club2@btinternet.com

SEDGEFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

2026 PROGRAMME

Meetings are held in

Ceddesfeld Hall at 7.45pm
First Monday of the Month

2 Feb Annual General Meeting
2 March  Durham Castle Walls R Annis
6 April TBA

For more details:

Suzanne 01429 882250

NORTHUMBERLAND & DURHAM
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

Check out the following website for details of:

Branch meetings
Regional Meetings

https://www.ndfhs.org.uk/events/

NDFHS
Branch Meetings held at:

Blyth
Belmont, Durham
Consett
Hexham
London
Newcastle
Wansbeck
North Tyneside
South Tyneside



mailto:archandarch.dandn@gmail.com
https://www.ndfhs.org.uk/events/

Wheatley Hill History Club, a long-standing champion of local history and heritage, is proud to
share its growing reputation for publishing high-quality works by its members. These recent pub-
lications are by History Club members Jo Bailey and Paul Chrystal and focus of Durham’s rich

history and family stories,

Paul brings to light the remarkable story of John Scott
Youll (1897 — 1918), a Thornley colliery electrician
turned decorated war hero. After volunteering for the
Army in 1915, Jack Youll rose through the ranks of
the Northumberland Fusiliers, earning the Victoria
Cross for his courage during the Battle of Vittorio
Veneto. Tragically, his life was cut short just 24
hours before the ceasefire and two weeks before the
end of the Great War.

COXHOE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

MEETINGS HELD THURSDAYS 7.00pm
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Church Street

5 Feb Castles to Country R Pears
Houses

5 March Roman Sunderland G Bankhead

2 April Durham & Dunbar R Annis
Identifying Scottish
Soldiers at Palace Green

Website:
coxhoehistory.org.uk

Contact:
Jack Turton: 0191 3770771
Barbara Leo: barbaraleo88@googlemail.co

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Jo’s work delves into the rigid societal norms that
shaped women’s lives in Victorian England—and
the remarkable story of Christiana, Jo’s great-
grand aunt, who defied those expectations.
Against a backdrop of illegitimacy, domestic
service, the workhouse, crime and policing,
adultery, and divorce, Christiana carved out a
prosperous and respectable life for herself and
her family.

This work offers a fresh perspective on resilience
and rebellion in the Victorian era.

The Story Durham

On Thursday 12 February, we will be joined by
researcher and genealogist Margaret Hedley, who
will delve into the remarkable life of Peter Lee, the
man they named a town after, and uncover the
stories behind his legacy.

To book:
https://www.thestorydurham.org/the-man-they
-named-a-town.../



https://www.facebook.com/TheStoryDurham?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYobiobxwCRx9MmEYNvDSzEnfm5sMZXCGBlykrW7-nUDnBAhAuGFdXTPdZe4kHpnqjCc2r3D8HC2huF7kZxBjR6PxEFUmTrbOYRi3vQYSuZxhjNFeCP7cGxipN523pG1pEcWcHP0Cml8HvHJX0U1-V860a5gHLTaV_ukxIIG8gyoCMGashiCEyt4pbiq97djmg&__tn__=-
https://www.thestorydurham.org/the-man-they-named-a-town-after-peter-lee/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwYVMwR1ZqZGI0R2N1cFdyMHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7isDW4_BQJ2nl-wk0O7g4iQs25oTIvak2G-tyeww4mEZKFO7RIh2kkZLCVVA_aem_cIuIerQUzTeCbelyH1i5lA
https://www.thestorydurham.org/the-man-they-named-a-town-after-peter-lee/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwYVMwR1ZqZGI0R2N1cFdyMHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7isDW4_BQJ2nl-wk0O7g4iQs25oTIvak2G-tyeww4mEZKFO7RIh2kkZLCVVA_aem_cIuIerQUzTeCbelyH1i5lA

In 2010 Thorpe Thewles History Group were contacted ‘out of the blue’ by Brian Powdrell from Hull who
had just bought a set of three neatly written antique diaries from a local car boot sale. Once Brian got
home and started to read the diaries more fully, he realised their potential historical importance and
wanted to find them a permanent home within a library or heritage organisation based locally to where the
diarist lived. This was a location unknown to Brian, the small village of Thorpe Thewles in southeast
County Durham.

The diaries were written by a 14-year-old boy, David McLaren, who lived at Manor Farm, Thorpe Thewles.
David was the eldest son of Hannah and William McLaren who were

tenant farmers in the village. He was a keen sportsman and an avid

supporter of Newcastle United. He always read the papers and was

very much aware of what was  happening beyond the confines of

the village.

In 1914, he took up a scholarship to study Agriculture at Durham
University’s Armstrong College in ~ Newcastle. However, by the end
of that same year, he had enlisted into the army’s Officer Training
Corps and subsequently went on to serve as a frontline officer in
France during the Great War. This was to be a war in which he
played his part with honour but with profound and devastating conse-
quences.

David’s diaries present a vivid account of a young man’s life in what

was then a semi-rural part of southeast County Durham in the years

immediately leading up to the Great War. They record much of the

young diarist’s detailed daily life along with accounts of local, region-

al and international events of interest as well as village gossip and

scandals. Amongst some of the more historic events described in the

diaries are the suffragette movement, the Pontypridd and Ais Gill rail-

way disasters, Britain’s first national railway and coal miners’ strikes, Captain Scott’s ill-fated expedition to
the South Pole, the sinking of the Titanic and the Universal Colliery disaster in Senghenydd. David’s later
diary entries intuitively perceive the growing political ‘storm clouds’ in Europe which ultimately led to
the outbreak of the Great War in 1914. The diaries contain a veritable ‘gold mine’ of information for histori-
ans, particularly those with an interest in northern England and southeast County Durham.

The 28th of February 2026 will mark the public premiere of TTHG’s latest local history documentary,
‘Lost and Found — The McLaren Diaries of Thorpe Thewles"‘. A flavour of this full length (83-minutes)
film can be gained from its trailer which can be viewed via TTHG’s website or YouTube Channel -
https://youtu.be/ct_7Q_W_2PI1?7si=YvPDLhBQqgnrIZAG _ .

If Group members of the County Durham Forum for History and Heritage want to show the documentary,
Thorpe Thewles History Group will be happy to facilitate this, and to provide a speaker to present it and
answer any questions if required. This will all be free of charge as it is funded by the Heritage Lottery
Fund.

Contact tthg@outlook.com



mailto:tthg@outlook.com










HISTORY OF CONSETT STEELWORKS

INTERACTIVE SESSIONS FOR LOCAL SCOUT GROUPS
By Richard Judd

The History of Consett Steelworks project team are delighted to have been invited to do some
interactive sessions in March 2026 for the 1st Blackhill Scouts and Consett Scouts who use
the same building in Central Consett

We will also be leading a guided Steelworks Walk experience for them later in the year

Were you in the local Scouts or have you volunteered for them?

The Scout Association in the UK was founded in 1910 and incorporated in 1912
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All meetings are held in NORTH EAST METHODIST SOCIETY
Shincliffe Church Hall

Spring Meeting
S S Startina at 19.30 Saturday 28 March 2026
SHINCLIFFE 9 ]
SOCTETY 2026 Programme 2.30pm

19 Jan The Life & Times of S Livingstone Great Lumley Methodist Church

Bentley Beetham
Speaker
16 Feb George Stephenson D Williams Dr Christine Seal
Tribulations, Trials &
Triumphs “Wesleyan Methodists from
16 March Working class sports P Welsh Hull to Swan River Colony

In the North East

20 April The Wondrous Whiffy  C Lloyd Visitors Welcome—small fee

Tea available
Waters of Croft, ;
Dinsdale & Gainford (but need to book in advance)

) . Closing date for bookings 10 March
Contact & Website Details

E: contact@SLHS.uk chrisvseal@hotmail.co.uk
W: www.sls.uk 01434 608733

City of Durham Trust Talk
Living Heritage Inventory

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport issued a press release on 5 December 2025:

Communities across the UK are invited to submit their most treasured
traditions to a new inventory of living heritage

Living heritage encompasses practices passed
down through generations - from tartan weaving
and dry-stone walling to céilidh dancing or
Gloucestershire’s cheese-rolling and Eisteddfodau
or Burns Night

As living heritage should only be recognised by
the communities that practise it, these groups
must be involved in any submission.

Details on how to submit, including support and advice, can be found at
www.livingheritage.unesco.org.uk.

The first step is simply to submit an Expression of Interest.
Submissions must be completed by
Friday 27 March 2026

Further details can be obtained from John Lowe, Chair, City of Durham Trust
chair@durhamcity.org

13



http://www.livingheritage.unesco.org.uk/
mailto:chair@durhamcity.org

Hartlepool Headland Local History Group
Drop In Sessions are held
Second Tuesday of the month
11.30am—3.30pm

Headland Baptist Church
Baptism Street

HARTLEPOOL TS24 0QN
19 Jan Social Night
16 Feb AGM—members only
16 March RNLI M Cook
20 April TBC

Meetings are held on the

Third Monday of the month
6.45pm—9.00pm

Framwellgate Moor & Pity Me
Local History Group
2026 Meetings
framlochistsoc@gmail.com

29 Jan The Great North Road G Nairn
26 Feb Durham and its Turnpike D Butler
Roads
26 March Underwater Archaeology = G Bankhead
23 April  AGM (which will be brief) and then a club
night where we can share our own local
insights into parish history in small groups

Meetings will be on a Thursday
(usually the last Thursday of the month)
Framwellgate Moor Community Centre DH1 5BL
Please use the rear door from the car park

Doors 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start
Teas and coffees after the talk

Durham Postcard, Cigarette Card & Stamp Fair

Bowburn Community Centre DH6 5AT

Disabled Access

SATURDAY
21 February 2026

10.00am—3.00pm
Entrance £1.00
Accompanied children FREE

If you would like a booking form for this event, email Margaret— history.club2@btinternet.com
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