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Annual General Meeting &  
Hannah Hauxwell Exhibition 

Issue 1: January 2016 Issue 1: January 2024 

A Few Words from the Chair 
Marian Morrison 

 

Seasons Greetings and welcome to 2024 at the Forum.  
 

The new year finds your committee beavering away with several projects linked to improving what we offer to the 
membership. The focus of things for spring will be the Annual General Meeting and your opportunity to shape the 
Forum and what it does in the name of the members. We are trying to freshen up our image and make sure the 
Forum is "Fit for Purpose" to use a business expression. Now I am sure you don't want to hear me bleating on 
it's just we don't want to make changes if you all really like the old ways but feedback to the committee is sparse 
and I am sure that the silent majority will have some fantastic suggestions that could be useful for our future.  
 

Clearly history, heritage and archaeology are popular with the public when looking at the many hours of coverage 
on TV channels so there should be a place for the Forum to support the people who don't yet know they want 
more in their local area than just watching the telly. We need to be there in the future when they are looking to 
join in and get involved.  
 

So see you at the AGM with all your positive and negative comments for the committee and any advice you have 
for us. 

COUNTY DURHAM FORUM FOR HISTORY AND HERITAGE  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

will be held at 

Bowburn Community Centre 
Durham Road, Bowburn DH6 5AT 

 

on 

Saturday 16 March 2024 

9.30am – 10.30am 

AGENDA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A full set of AGM papers will be circulated during February 

1 Welcome to the AGM by the Chair 
 

2 Apologies for absence including retirements from the 
 committee 
 

3 Minutes of the last meeting 

 

4 Reports from:  The Chair 
                 The Treasurer 
                                 The Membership Secretary 
 

5 Nominations and Election of Officials & Committee 2024/25 
 

6 Any other business: 

http://www.durhamweb.org.uk/historyforum
mailto:jdbdclhs@gmail.com
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AN EXHIBITION AT BOWBURN COMMUNITY CENTRE DH6 5AT 

Saturday 16 March 2024 

Exhibition Open to the Public   

10.30am—3.00pm 

Admission £2.00 includes tea/coffee/biscuits 

The following exhibition has been organised by 
 
 
 

The Fitzhugh Library, Middleton-in-Teesdale 
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AYCLIFFE VILLAGE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
2024 PROGRAMME 

New Chairman:  David Blair 

 

All Meetings are held in 
Aycliffe Village Hall at 7.30pm   

 

ALL WELCOME 
 
 

Admission: Members £1.00/Non-Members £3.00 
includes tea/coffee/biscuits 

 

http://www.aycliffehistory.org.uk 

CROOK & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
2024 PROGRAMME 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EGGLESCLIFFE 
LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

 

2024 

Meetings are held in 
St John’s Church, Butts Lane, Egglescliffe 

at 7.30pm 
 

Admission £2.00 
 

For more details:  
david_j_bate@ntlworld.com 

 

 

ARCH & ARCH 
Lecture Programme 2024 

Face to face meetings held at 2.30pm in  
Room ER140 

Elvet Riverside, New Elvet DH1 3JT 

 

Afterwards, for those who would like to join us we will go 
for a drink (tea/coffee/or stronger) at the public bar,  

Royal County Hotel 
 

22 Jan Crime, Suicide, Murder  T Young 
  Tragedy  
 

26 Feb Just a Line—The Soldiers G Harrison 
  Letter 
 

25 March The Story of Astronomer  D Hughes 
  Thomas Hughes 

 

22 April Edith Cavell—Wartime  I McArdle 
  Heroine 

21 Feb      Hollowed Ground Film Documentary 
           (starts at 10.30am— ends 12.00) 
 

27 March Fishburn  Martin Peagam 
  

24 April Hitler’s Women R & J Crouch   

Meetings are held in 
Wheatley House, Woodlands Avenue 

at 11.00am £3.00 includes tea/coffee/raffle 

Meetings held at  
Methodist Church Hall, Dawson Street, Crook 

 

Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start 

Admission – Members £5.00/Non Members £6.00 

More information:   
Dennis Scarr – 07745018272 

SEDGEFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

2024 PROGRAMME 
 

Meetings are held in 
 

Ceddesfeld Hall at 7.45pm 
First Monday of the Month 

 

 
For more details: 

Suzanne 01429 882250  

 
 
 

5 Feb  AGM 
 
4 March Women of the 1950’s      C Dean 
 
9 April Bus Museum Talk 

22 Feb The Saxon Monastry          R Daniels 
  at Hartlepool        
 
28 March Capability Brown:         M McQuade       
  His Life & Gardens    
 
25 April The Social Development     C Hart 
  of Skinningrove due to  
                   Ironstone mining and ironworks 

WHEATLEY HILL HISTORY CLUB 

2024 MEETINGS 

 

Information: history.club2@btinternet.com 

10 Feb Raby Castle   R Annis 
      J Biddlecombe- 
         Brown 

 

9 March Catholic Country    R Pears 
  Houses in Durham & 
  Northumberland 

 

13 April Excavation & Building K Chapman 
  Recording at  
  Egglescliffe Old Hall Latest newsletter: 

 

https://wheatley-hill.org.uk/newsletters/ 

For more information: 
history.club2@btinternet.com 

14 Feb Diet, Disease & Death        M Peagam 
  Captain Cook 
 
13 Mar The Wizard and the Typhoon  D Reynolds 
 
10 Apr The History of Ringtons         D Billingham 

mailto:david_j_bate@ntlworld.com
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• PATERNALISM, CONFLICT & DECLINE 
 The seventh Marquess of Londonderry  
 and the coal industry 1906-1947 
 By Neil Fleming 
 
• SMALLPOX VACCINATIONS IN  
 DURHAM ‘S UNIONS 
 By Margaret Armstrong 
 
• IRON, COAL AND CINDERS 
 By Win Stokes 
 
• THE DISAPPEARANCE OF VIOLET 
 HUNT 
 By Naomi Booth 

With an Introduction by the film-makers 
Lonely Tower Film & Media 

Join us for a special screening of this new 
documentary film at Wheatley Hill History Club 

 
 

HOLLOWED GROUND 
The People of the Durham Coalfield 

 
 

MIDDLETON ST GEORGE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

https://msglocalhistory.wordpress.com/  

Meetings held 7.30pm—9.00pm 
Third Thursday of month September—April 

Meetings are held at 
The Community Centre, Station Road, 

Middleton-St-George DL2 1JG 

Tea/Coffee available 
Non-Members Welcome—£3 per visit 

For more information:  
msglocalhistory&hotmail.co.uk 

18 Jan     The Road to Rockliffe     C Lloyd 

 

15 Feb    The Old Hall in Egglescliffe    K Chapman 

 

21 March A Roman Settlement in           R Annis 
       East Park, Sedgefield 

 

18 Apr      Changes in Womens’ Lives     F Laverick 
        in the last 60 years 

Durham County Local  History Society 
Journal 88 

Wednesday 21 February 2024 10.30am 
(the film runs for 90 minutes) 

 

Space is limited so please contact: 
history.club2@btinternet.com 

to reserve a place 

 
 

£3.00 admission includes tea/coffee/biscuits 
Woodlands Avenue, DH6 3JX 

https://msglocalhistory.wordpress.com/
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The book is available at: 
Gateshead Central Library 

Birtley Branch Library 

 

Or from Society Secretary John Banham 
21 St Mary’s Grove, Tudhoe Village, Spennymnoor, County Durham  DL16 6LR 

(e: jdbds@gmail.com) 
 

P&P £3.00 
Cheques should be made payable to Durham County Local History Society. 

Paperback—£15.00  
(192 pages/6 maps/l15 black & white illustrations 
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TUDHOE & SPENNYMOOR LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

2024 Programme 
 

MEETINGS AT ST DAVID’S CHURCH HALL, TUDHOE LANE  

7.30pm (unless otherwise stated) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet at 7pm in the Hetton and Eppleton Community Hall  
(formerly St Nicholas Church Hall in the Centre of Hetton) 

     

For more details:  
0191 5262804 

www.hettonlocalhistory.org.uk 

HETTON LOCAL & NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
2024 

HARTLEPOOL HEADLAND LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

 

Headland Baptist Church 
Baptism Street 

HARTLEPOOL TS24 0QN 

Meetings are held on the 
 

Third Monday of the month 
6.45pm—9.00pm 

Durham Postcard, Cigarette Card  & Stamp Fair 

Bowburn Community Centre  
DH6 5AT 

 

Disabled Access 
On Site Parking 

 

 

 

Saturday 24 February 2024 
 
 
 
 

 
10.00am—3.00pm 

Entrance £1.00 

 
 
 

Accompanied children FREE Free Valuations 

 

VISITORS : £4.00 
 

For more details: 
SECRETARY:  01388 816850   

 
www.durhamweb.org.uk/tslhs 

26 Feb   Archaeology of earhquakes in    Prof C Gerrard 
     the middle ages 

25 Mar   Tudhoe Colliery Explosion       Dr F Snith 
              of 1882 
 
22 Apr    A Plan so replete with         D Butler 
      advantages—the building of 
               North Road, Durham City 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
Entrance fee is £2 

Includes tea/coffee/biscuits 

29 Jan   15th AGM   
              Churches & Chapels of  the        S Newton 
              Hetton area      
 
26 Feb   John Lambton—3rd Earl of          P Welch 
              Durham 
 
25 Mar   The Creation of the Mining       S Porthouse 
     Institute 

 

19 Feb AGM—Members Only 
 
18 Mar Hartlepool Chapels  O Hart 
 
15 Apr Devils Island   J Oxley 

Drop In Sessions are held 

Second Tuesday of the month 
11.30am—3.30pm 

2 0 2 4 
MEETINGS HELD THURSDAYS 7.00pm 

St Andrew’s Church Hall, Church Street 

1 Feb  Starting the Next Chapter  C Ball 
  The Story at Mount Oswald 

 

7 Mar  Coxhoe’s Methodism Story                    History Grp 

 

4 Apr  The Battle of Britain in North D Fox 
  East England 

Website: 
coxhoehistory.org.uk 

 

Contact: 
Jack Turton: 0191 3770771 

Barbara Leo: barbaraleo88@googlemail.co 
 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

2 0 2 4 
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 When my first book, Hannah’s Story was         
published in 2019, I had never planned for a     
follow-up and was surprised/amazed when read-
ers told me me that they wanted to know what 
happened to Hannah’s family after her death. 
 

 This led to the publication of Hannah’s 
Daughter in 2021. This book continued the story 
of the life of a typical coal mining family in County 
Durham from the beginning of a new century until 
the outbreak of the Second World War.  It was set 
mainly in Ludworth and Thornley. 
 

 Probably the same readers were now ask-
ing for a third book and it  seemed logical to follow 
the fortunes of the family through to the pit        
closures of the 1960’s and so The Last Women of 
the Durham Coalfield will be published in 2024.  It 
is set in Wheatley Hill and starts in 1941 until the 
closure of the pit in 1968, and yes that’s me on 
the front cover with my mam and grandma,       
because we were all there when Wheatley Hill pit 
closed in 1968. 
 

 You will see that Hillary Clinton has written 
the foreword of my latest book.  Her family left the 
Durham Coalfield in 1882, as did so many coal  
mining families, to find their fortune in             
Pennsylvania, USA, many returned but hers didn’t 
and she’s very proud of her connection to the 
Durham Coalfield. 
 
 
 
 

Publication due in March but available for        
pre-order now via Amazon/Waterstones etc 

CLEVELAND FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

SEDGEFIELD & HARTLEPOOL 
BRANCHES 

 
Our Zoom meetings are open to all Cleveland 

Family History Society members  
 

Held First Monday in the Month 
2.30pm 

5 Feb  The History of the Toilet R Pears 
 
4 March Women of the Durham  M Hedley 
  Coalfield 
 
8 April Obsession, Enterprise &       Dr F Hurd 
  Death—the contrasting 
  stories of those who made 
  a fortune in the industrial 
  revolution and their workers   

For more information on 
Joining the CFHS & Zoom Talks: 

 
 Contact Sylvia Hall 

sylvia.hall2@googlemail.com  

Brancecpeth Archive & History Group 
 

Open Meeting to hear about the  
“The Story” 

 
You are warmly invited to come and hear the   
latest about “The Story”, the new Record Office/
Registry Office that will be opening in Durham 
before too long.   
 
Carolyn Ball, the County Archivist, is coming to 
Brancepeth Village Hall, Brancepeth Village, on 
Friday 1 March, 2024 at 7.30pm to talk about all 
that this building at Mount Oswald will be            
offering.  It promises to be a very interesting 
evening.  The meeting is open to anyone who 
would like to meet Carolyn and learn more about 
this exciting project. 
 
The meeting is being organised by Brancepeth 
Archive and History Group. It will be in the        
upstairs hall but there is a chair lift.  
 

 For more information, ring   
0191 378 0974 

 

mailto:sylvia.hall2@googlemail.com
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